Information Packet
For
Prospective Adoptive Families
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400 Schroeder
Waco, Texas 76710
Phone: 254-741-1633
Fax: 254-741-0991
1-866-530-HOPE

info@generationsadoptions.org
www.generationsadoptions.org



Dear Prospective Adoptive Family,

Thank you for your interest in Generations Adopsioienerations is a non-profit organization
licensed by the State of Texas. Generations igddda Waco, Texas, and opened in July 2004. Our
mission is to provide permanent Christian adopfamsilies for children in need; counseling and
support services for women throughout their preggaand Christian families for orphans from
around the globe.

We encourage you to read the following informatpayerfully as you consider your possible
adoption journey. We hope that this informationafiswer many of your questions about our agency.
Birth parent(s) seek our services because of onistry to birthmothers as well as our commitment to
place their children with Christian families whdses are an evident expression of their love of
Christ.

After prayerful consideration, if it is your joimpinion that you meet the qualifications as anpsigte
couple with Generations Adoptions, and would lizdurther pursue domestic infant adoption through
our agency, please complete the enclosed Adoptwalf Pre-Application. If you have questions
about meeting any of the eligibility requirememgigase call first and speak to one of our stafbieef
completing the pre-application. Upon receipt ohig will review your pre-application and you wikb
invited to an orientation (three hours) at ourcHfi

At times, openings in our domestic adoption progeamlimited and thus, we must take into account
the composition of existing approved and waiting@d/e families when making the decisions of
which families to accept. After completion of theemtation, prospective couples meeting the above
criteria will be invited to attend the next Adomi¥arent Education Class (six hours) held on a
Saturday several times a year.

Should God lead you to adopt through Generatioesyil commit to pray for you, and with you, as
God leads you in your journey of adoption.

Together in Christ,

Cathy Sones
Executive Director
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Eligibility Requirements for Adopting through Generations Adoptions

1. The adoptive couple must be a legally married hushal and wife who have a stable marriage. The adopté/
couple must be married for a minimum of three years In the event of essential need and the best intetef the
child the admissions committee can waive the thrgear requirement. Our birth parents are usually single mothers
who have decided to place for adoption so theinben have both a mother and a father who love edlcbr and their
future child. Couples who are hurting and/or lonaday wish to seek counseling before seeking totadohild of any age
or condition. Marital maturity and stability is ingpative to all concerned in the adoption processs Important for the
birth parent(s) to have the security of knowingttthe adoptive couple’s marriage has been proveh time. The child
will also benefit from a stable marriage relatiofsh

2. The adoptive couple needs to each be professing @trans and members of the same church affiliatiowithin
the limits of traditional Christianity. Generations is a Christian agency and our main criteria is tgplace children
into Christian families. Birth parent(s) seek the adoption services of Gatimns Adoptions because they desire their
child to be raised by Christians who have committedr lives fully to Jesus Christ.

3. The age of the adoptive parents should be sudhet it could be reasonably expected for them to rak a child to
maturity. Couples must have one partner between thage of 25 and 45 years of age. The remaining pagris age
must be within five years outside of these parametg

4. The adoptive couple must commit to and acknowleg the importance of one partner being a “stay at¢éme”
parent, specifically during the initial six monthsuntil the finalization of consummation. This “stayat home” parent
may work up to 20 hours per week outside the homd,necessary.

5. The adoptive couple must submit a proof of emplanent and have a good employment record.

6. The adoptive couple must be in good physical, m&l, and emotional health.If health problems exist, they must be
under control.

7. The adoptive couple must be committed to affirmingand acknowledging the brave decisions that the
birthmothers have made to choose adoption over abtion. Nationwide, only 2% of pregnant women choose adogs
their answer to an unplanned pregnancy. Prospectd@ptive parents must understand this and redliaéthese
birthmothers who consider adoption as the beshigdecision for their child are worthy of honor arebpect.

8. The adoptive couple needs to be financially securidow much money a couple earns is not nearly asiitapbas
how well they manage what they have. Many timesgittthmothers’ decision for adoption is influendsdtheir lack of
financial ability to raise their child.

9. The adoptive couple must complete the “pre-applicédn” and the “formal application.” These are used as
screening tools to ensure that the couple meetsiteria. The admissions committee makes the fiealsion on whether
or not a couple is a “good fit” for our agency.

10. The adoptive couple must attend one three (3phr adoptive couple orientation on a weekday and ansix (6)
hour adoption education class on a Saturday.

11. They must successfully complete an adoptive herstudy in accordance with Texas DPRS standard$dome visits
will be scheduled during normal business hoursfatily members are required to be present.

12. Each couple must consent to Criminal History &entral Registry Background Check & FBI fingerprint check.

13. The adoptive couple must be able to allow théitd to receive generally accepted medical care artdeatment
(including life saving and invasive procedures) asecommended by competent licensed medical care priders.

14. The Board reserves the right to accept or rejé@ny applicant based upon what the Board determirgis in the
best interest of the mission of this agency.

Mission
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Generations Adoptions provides permanent Chrigtdoptive families for children in need;
counseling and support services for women througtiair pregnancy; and Christian families for
orphans from around the globe.

About The Children and Birth Parents

Most of the children we place for adoption in oontestic program are newborn infants. Since most of
the planning is done before birth, we often dokratw the sex of the baby. While families may

choose to specify a gender, to date we have noaliahily adopt that specific gender, so families
must realize that being gender specific may limit ability to show their profile to potential
birthmothers. We anticipate that most of the cleifdwill be healthy, but there are never any cetitsn
when it comes to health.

Special needs children will be served solely onapency’s ability to meet the needs of the chilide T
agency must have available adoptive families csarable expectations of finding adoptive parents
prior to accepting a child for adoptive placemé&rayerful and careful effort will be made to gutte
birth parent(s) in choosing an adoptive home tleat kulfills the child’s needs. Adoption placement
decisions will not presume that placing a childifamily of the same race or ethnicity as the @ce
ethnicity of the child is in the best interest loé¢ tchild.

There may be a rare occasion when an older cluld (fears of age or younger only) may be available
for adoption with Generations, in the case of thigparent who wishes to relinquish an older clold;
relinquish her newborn infant and/or wishes tonegliish rights to their older child. We have placed
one toddler for adoption to date.

The agency provides services to any woman expenigran unplanned pregnancy. Our birth families
are of various races, religions, and socioecondragkgrounds. Our birth families usually live
throughout the State of Texas and our caseworkavsltto meet with them, providing counseling and
other support services throughout their pregnamclyadter placement.

The Adoption Process

The first step is to gatharformation You will have many questions that need to be ansd/and
prayed through carefully. For instance: Are we yefad adoption? Where do we begin? What form of
adoption do we prefer? Is it international, embigytodomestic infant adoption? We will provide
education on each of these types of adoptionsrabreentation.

Admissions

In 2011, we had sixteen (16) placements of newbimtosChristian families. We restrict admission to
our program to those families that are especialpgatible with our philosophy and meet our
eligibility requirements. We also must consider ¢thenposition of existing approved and waiting
adoptive families when making the decisions of \utfemmilies to accept.We can not guarantee a child
or an amount of waiting time. However, we do nafuiee an exclusive relationship from you with our
agency, and we have kept our initial costs lowf gou wish to also apply at another agency at the
same time, you may. We do ask that you notify y®if are working with another agency, and if you
adopt through another agency, so we can updatefy@uBecause birthmothers choose families, we
cannot guarantee a placement or the timing. The &iprospective adoptive family waits has varied
from a few months to three (3) years. We beliewa @od connects families and placements will occur
in His timing.
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Procedures for Adoptive Parents
Married couples desiring to adopt from Generatiddsptions shall complete the following procedures:
1. If you have internet access, download the Infgiom Packet from the agency’s website. If you db n
have internet access, write or call the agencyhigrinformation. Read the packet and determiryeif meet the
eligibility requirements.
2. If you think you meet the qualifications to atdbpm Generations, then complete the enclosed pre-
application and submit to the agency along with®h@0 fee due at this time. Upon review, prospediamilies
will be invited to attend an orientation.

3. Attend the orientation (3 hour) at our officéeT$100 fee is payable at the orientation.

4, Complete and submit the formal application for eewby the child-placing staff with $300 assessment
fee due at this time.

5. Attend one six (6) hour adoptive parent educatiass held on a Saturday in Waco.

6. Upon approval of formal application and completof the six (6) hour class, schedule a home study
with Generations, along with the FBI fingerprintedaCriminal and Child Abuse background chdese of
$1,000 *(plus mileage if over 30 miles; plus meatsl possibly lodging, if over 60 miles) is payatmethe day
of the home study visit.

7. Final approval or disapproval from Admissiongn@aittee (consists of the Executive Director, Child
Placement Management Staff, and Case Worker). Aroapl fee of $4,500 is due upon notice of approval

8. Prepare a birthmom letter (called a profile) andmit ten color copies to agency after approvetl a
approval fee is paid. Submit the information fog thebsite also, if desired.

9. Prepare and submit a photo album to the agéineill usually be shown at the match meeting batym
be shown sooner. Be aware that the photo boolbeitliven to the birthmother after placement.

10. Meet the birthparent(s) and possibly the exdrarth family. At match the $5,500 matching feelue.

11. Prior to placement, pay the $6,000 fee. Ati@adement ceremony, if one is held, with birthp&n
and possibly the extended birth family. Full paytefifees are to be paid before taking custodyefahild.

12. Comply with 6 months of post placement sup@wriand comply with the level of openness agreement
13. Attend finalization hearing.
14. Continue correspondence of letters, picturiesne calls/emails, and visits as agreed upon.

All fees are non-refundable. In the case of an éidapghat does not take place due to a birthmotttevosing to parent,
then all fees will apply to the next adoption thgbuGenerations Adoptions.

If there are special circumstances that requiramily to withdraw temporarily or suspend their atiop, the Agency will
apply 100% of the family’s previously paid feesh® reactivated adoption if it takes place withirotyears of the
withdrawal/ suspension. If more than six monthsehalapsed the family will need to comply with edls at the then
current rates.
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Other Pertinent Information
Adoption Registries

Adoption registries were created for adults who twarsearch for their adopted child and for adopted
persons who want to search for their birth familige person who wants to search submits their names
and any information they have regarding the pefsowhom they are searching. If the person they are
searching for also submits information requestisgarch, the two parties will be matched.

The Texas Department of Health — Bureau of VitakiStics Central Adoption Registry is part of a
voluntary mutual-consent registry system. It enslplersons who are 18 years or older to list their
name on the registry to locate other family memladrs are also listed. This is the only registryttha
has the authority to request a search of sealedrdidential records necessary to substantiatetalma

Many adoption agencies in Texas also maintain aptazh registry. For more information, you may
contact the Texas Department of Health — Bureaditaf Statistics, Central Adoption Registry in
Austin, Texas or visit their web site latp://www.dshs.state.tx.us/vs/reqproc/adoptiorstegishtm

Legal Guidelines in Adoption

The Texas Department of Family and Protective $ebvisets the Minimum Standards for child-
placing agencies with which we comply and formulaie policies. Most of the forms that must be
signed are for legal purposes to meet requirensatts these standards. The Texas Family Code
provides legal guidelines we follow throughout #tmption process.

Generations Adoptions has an attorney that we aoinivith who is very experienced in the field of
adoptions and is available if you need legal advickee may be incurred. Our attorney will be
responsible for the legal proceedings of the teatnom phase of the adoption.

The adoption can be finalized after the child hesrbin the adoptive home for at least six (6) m&nth
During this time the agency remains the Managings@ovator of the child, and, by state guidelines,
must provide supervision of the child in the home.

A minimum of five (5) supervisory visits with thelapting parents are required within the first six
months after placement. At two of the post plac@imesits all family members must be present. On
occasion, visits may be scheduled in the agenageoiiith at least one adoptive parent and the child
present and/or may be made over the phone, ifabeveorker and director approve.

Finalization of the adoption can take place atiés post-placement supervision is complete. Our
attorney will handle all the finalization procedsre
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Legal Terminology Regarding Birth Parents

Relinquishment of Parental Rights:

» For the birth motherShe will sign a form called arAffidavit of Voluntary
Relinquishment” This form states that she voluntarily relinquashor gives up, her rights to
the child. This form can not be signed until aftex baby is at least 48 hours hold.

» For a birth fathewho is married to the birth motherHe will also sign a form called an
“ Affidavit of Voluntary Relinquishment .” This form states that he voluntarily relinquishe
or gives up, his parental rights. This form canlm®signed until the baby is at least 48 hours
old.

Waiver of Interest:

For a birth fathewho is not married to the birth motherhe may sign aWaiver of Interest.”
This form states that he not claimingto be the father of the child, but that he waimggives up, any
interest he may have in the child. He gives upamgntal right to or responsibility for the chidnce
he signs this form, his rights to the child arenierated. He may sign this form any time beforeftara
the birth of the child.

Termination of Parental Rights:

According to the Texas law as of January 1, 20@8dgal definition of “parent” no longer
includes the alleged biological birth father. Ateged biological birth father may assert his paknt
rights in only two ways. First, he may bring sugaast the birth mother. Secondly, he may register
with the Texas Paternity Registry (see below).

Paternity Registry Requirements:

The purpose of the Paternity Registry is to peemitan alleging to be the biological father of dcthi
to assert his parentage, independent of the mathdrto preserve his rights as a parent. If a man
wishes to file a notice of intent to claim pateyrof a child, he must do so within 31 days of tlagedof
the birth of the child. For more information, cacttéhe Paternity Registry at:

Paternity Registry

Bureau of Vital Statistics
Texas Department of Health
1100 West 49 Street

Austin, Teas 78756-3191
512-458-7368
http://www.tdh.state.tx.us
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Request for Address of Grievance

Qualifying and preparing for adoption can be a cdiraped and emotional experience. Although our proy
makes every attempt to empower people to makeidasifor themselves, there are still many ways liictv
our clients depend on workers for support and tdoecThis dependence means that all participamtsir
program inevitably experience some degree of valnbty. As a safeguard against potential mistreattnwe
offer a grievance process.

Although it is not always possible for workers twammodate or concur with the wishes of our cliewts
believe our clients are entitled to reasonableanations of decisions made within the program. \&lebe the
people we serve have the right to express theicaros.

If you feel that you have been, in some mannertreased by someone connected with Generations Anfeypt
or have concerns about particular policies of ttoggam, it is appropriate for you to bring your cems to the
attention of the adoption worker. If that does mhieve your concern, you may bring your issuehwmdttention
of the Agency Director by mailing the attached fdorthe following address: Director, Generation®piibns,
400 Schroeder, Waco, Texas 76710.

The agency director will respond to your concerthimi 7 days. If this does not resolve the issue yay
request that the Board of Directors review theagitun by sending a written appeal request to ther@®oYou
will receive a written response within 60 workingyd. By contacting the agency, the current nameadddess
of the Board Chairman will be provided.

Any client may contact the Texas Department of éutbte and Regulatory Services with a complaint or
grievance against this agency.

To:  Executive Director, Generations Adoptions

From: Homed”hon
Address: Workeé?hon
Date:

Case Worker:

Brief Statement of Concern:

Suggested Remedy of Relief:

(Please attach a more detailed explanation of comoa a separate page.)
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Summary of Services to Adoptive Families

The agency provides adoption services to familibe meet the screening requirements of the agency.
The following services are available:

Pre-adoption training through the Orientation adddation meeting.
Home studies for families.
Facilitation of the adoptive family’s relationshapth the birth parent(s).
Adoptive Family Support Group meetings, as requkstee open to those who are
approved by the agency and are awaiting adoptaeephent, to those in post-placement
supervision, and to those whose adoptions have fioesdized.
5. Post adoption services to include
a. Post-placement supervision for families.
b. Ongoing counseling available to assist with
1. Bonding
2. Understanding birth parent(s) grief
3. Facilitating relationships with birth family
4 Assisting with adoption issues of the adoptive ptsechild, or
siblings.

PwpdPE

Clarifications

We can not make any guarantees regarding a placemanimetable. It is dependent upon the birth
parent(s) ultimate decisions.

We do not provide children for families, but ratifiemilies for children.

There is always a risk of taking a child home befitre termination of parental rights and this risk
must be considered and weighed prayerfully. Thezalked a “Legal Risk Adoption.”

We can not predict the behavior of birth parents.
We can not predict how the children will “turn dut.

We can not predict our own future.
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Generations’ Adoption Fee Schedule and Structure

Pre-Application (non-refundable) due with pre-application $100
Includes: review and processing of pre-application

Orientation — (non-refundable) due at three (3) hour orientation $100
Includes: initial call and orientation and educatl materials

Pre-placement Assessment Féaon refundable) due with formal $300
application. Review of formal application and suggtbcumentation

by Child Placing staff; Attend and complete preeplaent adoption
education class (six hours)

Home Study Fegnon-refundable) $1,000
The home study will be completed by Generationsphidns *plus mileage if
if the family lives in Texas. Mileage is charged over 30 miles; plus
: meals, and possibly
OR lodging, if over 60 miles

If the adoptive family currently has a valid hontedy done by a

licensed Christian agency in Texas (within the pres six months

of our receiving your formal application), then dtiild Placing
Management Supervisarayaccept it. If it is approved by

Generations, then the fee will be reduced to $808ome visit will take place.

Plus

In the event that a couple moves during their wgitime,
an update to their study must be completed. A f&1060
plus mileage will be charged for this service tglél at

the time of the home study update visit.

Approval Fees(non-refundable) due upon notice of approval $4,500
Preparation and Education
Includes:

Birthparent adoption counseling

Educational literature

Professional oversight of agency

by Child Placing Management Staff
Advertising/Community Education
Research and Continuing Education

Matching Fee(non-refundabletHowever, if the adoptive family $5,500
does not adopt the child with whom they originatigtch, all fees
paid through this time are transferable to a fiadoption at this agendy.
Due at time of invoicing after match.
Includes:
Meetings between families, if applicable
Hospital activities & arrangements
Arranging legal hearings** & paperwork
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Record keeping

7. Placement Feegnon-refundable) due when placement papers anedi$6,000

Includes:

Medical expenses

Birthmother expenses (as allowed by law:

housing, professional counseling, etc)

Post Placement Visitation (5) *plus mileage if
over 30 miles; plus
meals & possibly lodging
if over 60 miles, payable at each
post-placement visit

Total Fees: Total $17,500

(plus mileage, meals, & possibly
lodging, if applicable)

All fees are non-refundable. In the case of an &idaghat does not take place because a birthmatheopses
to parent, then all fees paid by the prospectivepdiste family will apply to the next adoption thgbu
Generations Adoptions.

Pass Through Expensesthe above fee schedule is used in lieu of passigirexpenses to adoptive families.
We have a flat fee schedule and do not pass threxjgénses.

**Families have the right to have independent leggalnsel in any, or all, adoption procedures at the
expense, in addition to the agency’s fees. Lega fecluded in Generations’ flat fee include stadda
relinquishments and notifications of birth parepisternity registry, and paperwork. Finalizatiogdke
fees are NOT included. Families may contract witladoption attorney that they choose. Should any
additional legal issues arise, this will be a d¢ostirred by the adoptive family should they chotmse

do so and payable directly to the adoption attarney

Adoption Agency Feesmay be reduced or waivedn the event of a child with special needs
including but not limited to severe physical, emotinal, or mental disability. Every effort will be
made to place the child in a stable home. The ageray reduce or waive the agency fee entirely or
ask that the direct expenses be paid by the cospid, as the attorney and/or medical fees.

Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Other Fees:
Subsequent Adoption# an adoptive family seeks to adopt additionaldrign from Generations at a later
date, the fee will be set at the current fee scleealsi of the date of the second application, 1ds6GD.

Multiple Births: If an adoptive family adopts twins, triplets, .efee fees will be as follows:
First child: $17,500

Plus

Each multiple birth

Or sibling: $ 7,500

Signature of Prospective Adoptive Father Date
Signature of Prospective Adoptive Mother Date

**Updated 1/12 1 1



Who We Are As An Agency

As a non-denominational Christian ministry serv@lyristian families, Generations Adoptions desires
that families know and understand the foundati@a this ministry is established upon. Generatisns i
committed to placing children with married Christieouples who have an active and vibrant Christian
faith. Generations seeks families that have a iommitment to live according to God's Word and to
teach their child(ren) who Jesus is so that thay, ¢an come to have a personal relationship wiih. H

We want you to consider carefully if we are théntiggency for your family, taking into account our
values as a Christian ministry. We recognize tlaeeemany wonderful adoption agencies, with
different requirements that may better meet yo@dseas you expand your family. We believe it is our
responsibility as an agency to understand eachcaopls Christian faith, and consider it crucialoor
fulfillment of the very foundation of our ministtp evaluate if we are the right agency for you afi.w

In an effort to help us understand your beliefs pratticesywe ask that you read the following
Statement of Faith carefully and determine if you bth are in complete agreementln addition we
ask that you each complete the Christian Faith Egpee questions completely, describing your
beliefs and practices. Please return your respomtsieshe pre-application.

Generations Adoptions’ Statement of Faith
(Adapted from the National Association of Evangaht Statement of Faith)

1. We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the onfallible, authoritative Word of God.
2. We believe that there is one God, eternally extstethree persons; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3. We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christis virgin birth, in His sinless life, in His
miracles, in His vicarious and atoning death thiotigs shed blood, in His bodily resurrection, in
His ascension to the right hand of the Father,iattis personal return in power and glory.

4. We believe that for the salvation of lost and dimfien, regeneration by the Holy Spirit is
absolutely essential, and that this salvationgsired through faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord and not as a result of good works.

5. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy 8y whose indwelling the Christian is enabled
to live a godly life and to perform good works.

6. We believe in the resurrection of both the savetithr lost; they that are saved unto the
resurrection of life and they that are lost unt® tbsurrection of damnation.

7. We believe in the spiritual unity of believers iard_ord Jesus Christ.

We are in complete agreement with the above Statemhé&aith.

Signature of Prospective Adoptive Father Date

Signature of Prospective Adoptive Mother Date
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Husband’s/Wife’s Christian Faith Experience

Both husband and wife must answer each of theviaig questions on separate sheets of paper.
Please make sure your answers are typed and inttladeimbers below with each response. Include
your signature and date at the end of your respoi&sad ALL of the questions first before
answering.

Please describe what the death and resurreaftibesus Christ means to you personally.

How does one become a Christian?

Briefly describe how you became a Christian.

Describe your spiritual growth and experiencesibecoming a Christian.

How do you address sin in your life?

How does your personal relationship with JedussCaffect your daily life?

N o gk~ wDbd R

How do you know that you have complete assur#irateyou are going to Heaven? What Bible

verses can you name that give you this assurance?
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Generations Adoptions
Pre-Application
Adoptive Family Questionnaire

Couple Information

Name:

husband: last first middle wife: first middle maiden

Preferred Name:

Address:

husband wife

City:

Phone:

County: tateS Zip:

home

Cell Phone:

Marriage:

husband work wife work
Email:

husband wife husband wife

Date Place By Whom

Description of Applicants

Husband Wife

Social Security Number

Driver's License Number

Date of Birth/Age Today

Place of Birth (City, State)

Employer

Race

Eye Color

Hair Color

Height/Weight

Nationality

Citizenship

Church Name

Church Pastor

Church Mailing Address

Education Completed

Good
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List the complete addresses that you have livddrithe past 10 yrs including counties and dates:

Husband: Dates Address, city, county, state, zip

Wife: Dates Address, city, county, state, zip

Church Information:
We attend Sunday Services: __ regularly;  segularly;  occasionally;  never

Please give any circumstances preventing regukamadnce:

Please list all social, religious, fraternal, oy activities that you are involved in and extenyobir

involvement?

How did you find out about Generations Adoptions?

What age child are you interested in?

Are you receptive to a handicapped/special neeitts?ch

To what race(s) of a child are you receptive & time? (circle all) Cauc Af Am  Hisp
Cauc/Af Am  Cauc/Hisp  Hisp/Af Am  Other:

Are you receptive to a sibling group or twins?

Are you currently involved with any other adoptieervice providers? If yes, which ones?

Have you previously been involved with any othes@tbn service providers? If yes, which ones and

when?
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What is your motivation to adopt at this time?

If you currently have children, please list below:
Name Age Gender Biological or Adopted?
1

2
3
4
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| understand that this is a preliminary questiorsand not a formal application for adoption. The
information provided is true and correct to thetlsny knowledge. | understand that failure to
provide true and correct information may resuithe denial of my application. | understand that
Generations Adoptions will protect client confidafity except in cases where child abuse, elder

abuse, or causing harm to oneself or others isestesp. The non-refundable $100 processing fee is

included.
Signature of Prospective Adoptive Father Date
Signature of Prospective Adoptive Mother Date
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